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Agenda and Speaker Bios for Introductions 
Electrify Wisconsin! - April 21, 2022 – Madison WI 

  
8-8:30 - Breakfast and Welcome 

 Host dignitaries and sponsors 
 
8:30-9 - Opportunities Abound 
 

Steve Freeze, President and CEO, Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association 
Keith Dennis, President, Beneficial Electrification League 

 
9-10 - Viewpoints from WI Leaders 
 

The Honorable Tyler Huebner was appointed by Governor Tony Evers to be a 
Commissioner at the Public Service Commission starting in 2020. Prior to joining the 
Commission, Tyler had been Executive Director of RENEW Wisconsin, a statewide 
renewable energy nonprofit organization.  He has worked for the State of Wisconsin 
Division of Energy Services, and the U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy division. For both the State of Wisconsin and federal DOE, Tyler 
worked in the low-income weatherization program helping citizens reduce their energy 
bills.  
 
The Honorable Craig Thompson, Secretary, WI Department of Transportation 

Before being tapped to join Gov. Tony Evers’ administration, Thompson spent more 
than 10 years working at the Transportation Development Association of Wisconsin as 
executive director. Before joining TDA in 2007, he worked as the Wisconsin Counties 
Association’s legislative director. 

Craig describes himself as a passionate advocate to ensure that Wisconsin DOT is 
viewed as a premiere department of transportation in this country. One goal is to 
“leverage the tremendous talent and skill of the professionals currently at the 
department and augment them to deliver the most cost-effective, well-planned 
transportation system that meets the needs of our businesses and citizens in an open 
and transparent manner.” 

 

 
  
10-10:15 – Break 
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10:15-11:45 - Stakeholder Dialogue 1: Electric Vehicle Funding Opportunities and Perspectives 
  

Nate Boettcher is the President & CEO of Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services, PPCS, 
located in Ellsworth, WI. Prior to PPCS, Boettcher spent 16 years working for National 
Information Solutions Cooperative (NISC) in Mandan, ND, and Lake St. Louis, MO. 
Boettcher serves on the Pierce County Economic Development Corporation Board, is 
Board Chair of CHARGE EV LLC, member of the ZEF Energy Board, and serves on various 
committees for the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association and Dairyland Power 
Cooperative.  
  
Lorrie Lisek, Executive Director, Wisconsin Clean Cities: Lorrie is the president and co-
owner of Legacy Environmental Services, Inc., an Indiana Certified Women's Business 
Enterprise. She has served as Executive Director of Wisconsin Clean Cities since 2011. 
The coalition is one of nearly 75 under the U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean Cities 
program, which aims to reduce petroleum use by promoting clean, domestic, 
sustainable fuels, technologies and vehicles.  
 
Deb Erwin, Director, Policy and Program Planning for Clean Transportation at Xcel 
Energy. In partnership with Xcel Energy’s four operating companies, Deb leads a team 
supporting Clean Transportation policy initiatives, regulatory proceedings, stakeholder 
engagement and customer program planning efforts for all of Xcel Energy’s service 
territories. Before joining the Clean Transportation team in 2021, Deb was Manager, 
Regulatory Policy for Wisconsin and Michigan, working on a wide variety of electric and 
natural gas regulatory and legislative matters including customer program development, 
renewable energy, electric vehicles, energy storage, rate design, integrated resource 
planning, and grid modernization.  

 
Jeffrey W. Springer, CEM, Manager, Innovation and Efficient Electrification, Dairyland 
Power Cooperative, La Crosse, Wisconsin. Jeff is a Certified Energy Manager with over 
32 years of experience in the commercial and industrial energy sector.  His 
responsibilities include efficient electrification technology promotion, power quality, 
and recent work on Dairyland’s transportation electrification efforts. 
 
Rob Wozny, Electrification Program Manager, Alliant Energy - Cedar Rapids, IA & 
Madison, WI - Rob is an electrification program manager and strategist at Alliant Energy. 
Rob’s primary areas of focus are transportation, infrastructure, commercial and 
industrial solutions for on-road and non-road technology markets in Iowa and 
Wisconsin. Rob has been conceiving, developing, implementing, and managing 
electrification projects and programs since 2016. Prior to joining Alliant Energy Rob was 
a beneficial electrification consultant with ICF. 
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11:45 - Noon – Morning Keynote 
 

Maria Redmond serves as the Director of the Wisconsin Office of Sustainability and 
Clean Energy and has worked for the State of Wisconsin for 21 years.  Maria is 
accountable for planning, administration and oversight of statewide energy programs 
and policies.  In addition to helping with the development and implementation of the 
recommendations from the Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change, Maria is leading 
the implementation of a statewide clean energy plan - centered on environmental 
justice, and a pathway to multi-sector deep decarbonization and a bustling clean energy 
economy that supports a diverse workforce and technology innovation.   

  
Noon –1:00 – Lunch 
 
1 – 2   – Stakeholder Dialogue 2: State & Local Activities and Opportunities 
  

Kathy Kuntz, CC-P, is the Director of the Dane County Office of Energy & Climate 
Change in Madison, Wisconsin. Kathy has almost 30 years of experience implementing 
programs focused on resource efficiency and climate action. Prior to joining Dane 
County, Kathy led Cool Choices, a nonprofit that worked with businesses and local 
governments. Before that, Kathy led Focus on Energy, Wisconsin’s statewide energy 
efficiency and renewable energy program. 

 
Pamela Ritger de la Rosa, Environmental Sustainability Program Manager, City of 
Milwaukee - Pam leads efforts to reduce energy use in City of Milwaukee-owned 
buildings, support the Better Building Challenge and oversee additional efforts to 
advance building energy efficiency and sustainability. She will also help expand the 
electric vehicle charging network in the City of Milwaukee and advance the transition of 
municipal fleets to electric and other low emissions vehicles.  As a member of the City-
County Task Force on Climate and Economic Equity since 2019, and Chair of the Green 
Buildings Work Group, Pam looks forward to helping implement many 
recommendations of the Milwaukee Climate and Equity Plan.  

Joe Pater is the Director of the Office of Energy Innovation at the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin. He started work in the energy efficiency industry in 2009 
working as a project manager implementing lighting and appliance programs. As the 
Director of OEI, he leads the team that is responsible for oversight of the Focus on 
Energy program and the Wisconsin State Energy Office.  

Rich Hasselman is a Managing Director at GDS Associates. Over the last several years 
Rich has worked on numerous beneficial electrification projects, including over 20 
beneficial electrification market adoption forecasts for clients that include statewide 
and municipal government perspectives, and for a range of utilities across the U.S. In 
2009 he installed a ground source heat pump in his house and is happy to report that it 
has worked well ever since, even in the coldest of Wisconsin winters.  
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2 - 3  – Stakeholder Dialogue 3: Electric School Bus Funding Opportunities & Perspectives 
(Round-table) 

 
Susan Mudd, Senior Policy Advocate - Susan Mudd is an attorney and senior policy 
advocate for the Environmental Law & Policy Center. She directs the center’s Diesel 
Pollution Reduction Initiative to protect children’s and community health,and ELPC’s 
Electric School bus campaign and with ELPC’s Science Advisory Council.  

 
Francisco J. Acevedo - "Frank" is a Mobile Source Program Manager with the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency's Region 5 office and has been with the agency 
since 1991.  Frank has assisted in the implementation of a number of clean fuel 
programs in the Region along with vehicle emission testing programs in Indiana, Illinois, 
and Ohio.  He also is the technical expert for Region 5's Midwest Clean Diesel Initiative 
assisting states in the implementation of voluntary diesel retrofit projects.   
  
Anthony (Tony) Maietta is an Environmental Protection Specialist in the Chicago/Region 
5 office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Air and Radiation Division.  
Anthony graduated from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a B.S. in 
Since 2003, his work at EPA includes reviewing and processing of state clean air laws 
under the Clean Air Act, transportation conformity in Indiana and Ohio, and managing 
voluntary programs such as the Midwest Clean Diesel Initiative, the SmartWay Transport 
Partnership, EPA’s Clean School Bus Program, and EPA’s Ports Initiative.   
 

 
 
3-3:05 - BE Toolkit Introduction 
 
 John-Michael Cross, Environmental and Energy Studies Institute 
 
3:05-3:15 p.m. – Break 
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3:15-4:15 p.m. – Strategic Session” Low-Income, Weatherization, and Residential 
Opportunities & Strategies (Round-table) 
 

Abigail Corso, P.E., LEED AP O+M  - (Abby) is Chief Strategy Officer at Elevate, located in 
Madison, Wisconsin. In this role, she oversees Elevate’s strategy to develop and 
implement new programs related to efficiency, solar, energy financing, and 
electrification focused on affordable multifamily housing.  She works in a variety of 
locations including Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and Oregon.  She is currently 
leading Elevate’s financial product development program for affordable housing and 
diverse contractors.    
 
Justin Margolies is a Researcher at Slipstream, where he focuses on emerging markets, 
technologies, and program designs that increase energy efficiency while fostering the 
use of renewable power sources. He is driven to bridge the gap between research and 
implementation and develop effective strategies to motivate consumer and market 
actor behavior.  
 
Kevin DeMaster is senior manager of efficiency and electrification with Mitsubishi 
Electric Trane HVAC. Since 2014 his focused attention supports utilities and 
implementers of energy efficiency, demand response, and beneficial electrification for 
residential and commercial energy efficiency programs - utilizing ductless mini-split and 
variable refrigerant flow (VRF) heat pump technology.  

 
 
 4:15-4:45 – BE – The Path Forward 
  
4:45  – Adjourn; Reception and Tabletop Exhibits 
 
 


