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The Basics on the $5B Program

• On November 15, 2021, the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA) – AKA “Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law” (BIL) was signed into law

• Includes $5,000,000,000 ($5 Billion) in funding for 
school districts and other organizations to purchase 
electric school buses and related charging 
infrastructure over a five-year period ($1B per year 
starting in fiscal year 2022). 

• ½ funding is set aside for zero-emissions (electric) 
school buses, and 
• ½ can be used for “clean” buses, which may also 

include electric school buses.



Current Status of the Program
• The program will be administered by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and will 
provide competitive grants, rebate programs and 
contracts to replace existing buses. 

• Detailed rules for this program are not yet 
established. 

• Initial indications are that the program may operate 
as a rebate program in the initial year and may 
change over time.

• Rules are expected to be released in April 2022 at 
the earliest.

• The Beneficial Electrification League will provide 
updated information as it becomes available.



Beneficial Electrification League ESB Initiative

• BEL’s intent is to provide rural communities and 
cooperatives assistance to ensure that school districts 
served by co-ops can access the funds. 

• BEL will be providing information to cooperatives and 
other stakeholders who are interested in learning more 
about the program, who are interested in applying for 
funds, or who are interested in assisting others to apply 
for funds. 

• AT THE MOMENT, ENSURING EPA FULLY FUND BUSES IN 
RURAL AMERICA IS A TOP PRIORITY, BEYOND THAT, 
ENSURING A GOOD EXPERIENCE WITH BUSES WILL BE 
THE PRIORITY



Statewide Organizations
•Electric Cooperatives Arkansas Enterprise, Today’s Power 
•Colorado Rural Electric Association (representing 22 electric cooperatives)
•Minnesota Rural Electric Association (representing 50 electric cooperatives)
•North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives (representing 26 electric cooperatives)
•Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (representing 25 electric cooperatives)
Distribution Cooperatives
•Anza Electric Cooperative, Inc. (representing California co-op consumer-members)
•Beltrami Electric Cooperative (representing Minnesota co-op consumer-members)
•Cherryland Electric Cooperative (representing Michigan co-op consumer-members)
•Consumers Power, Inc. (representing Oregon co-op consumer-members)
•Dakota Electric Association (representing Minnesota co-op consumer-members)
•Eastern Maine Electric Cooperative (representing Maine co-op consumer-members)
•Fall River Rural Electric Cooperative (representing Idaho co-op consumer-members)
•Flint Energies (representing Georgia co-op consumer-members)
•La Plata Electric Association (representing Colorado co-op consumer-members)
•Lincoln County Power (representing Nevada consumers)
•MiEnergy Cooperative (representing Minnesota and Iowa co-op consumer-members)
•Mountain Parks Electric, Inc. (representing Colorado co-op consumer-members)
•New Hampshire Electric Cooperative (representing New Hampshire co-op consumer-
members)
•Orcas Power and Light Cooperative (representing Washington co-op consumer members)
•Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (representing co-op consumer-members in Virginia)
•Roanoke Electric Cooperative (representing North Carolina co-op consumer-members)
•Sioux Valley Energy (representing South Dakota co-op consumer-members)
•Trico Electric Cooperative, Inc. (representing Arizona co-op consumer-members)
•Vermont Electric Cooperative (representing Vermont co-op consumer-members)
•Winneshiek Energy District (an energy district in Iowa)
•Yampa Valley Electric Association (representing Colorado co-op consumer-members)

350+ Electric Cooperatives in ~2/3 of the States 

Generation and Transmission Cooperatives
•Central Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (representing 20 electric 
cooperatives)
•Dairyland Power Cooperative (representing 24 electric cooperatives)
•East River Electric (representing 24 electric cooperatives)
•Golden Spread Electric Cooperative (representing 16 electric cooperatives)
•Great River Energy (representing 28 electric cooperatives)
•Hoosier Energy (representing 18 electric cooperatives)
•Northwest Iowa Power Corporation (representing 7 electric cooperatives)
•Oglethorpe Power Corporation (representing 38 electric cooperatives)
•Old Dominion Electric Cooperative (representing 11 electric cooperatives)
•Seminole Electric  Cooperative (representing 9 electric cooperatives)
•Tri-State Generation and Transmiss’n Ass’n, Inc. (representing 42 electric co-
ops)
•Western Farmers (representing 21 electric cooperatives and an air force 
base)



350+ Electric Cooperatives in ~2/3 of the States 

https://be-league.org/buses/
Of the 13,185 unified school districts in the US, 5,881 districts are 
covered by an electric cooperative. Of those, 3,177 districts have 
15% or more of the student population below the poverty line. 





Video at www.be-league.org/buses

New resources to be made available in the near future.




