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You Won The Grant, Now What?

Winning a grant sometimes feels 
like being the dog that caught the car. 

We can assist.

The Beneficial Electrification League (BEL) 
approaches grant administration as an integrated 
process that starts day one of the award notification 
and continues through closeout. We partner 
closely with our clients as an extension of their 
team, helping make sense of federal reporting 
requirements that can often feel complex and 
overwhelming. Our philosophy is simple: strong 
compliance enables strong project delivery.

BEL is a national nonprofit with deep, hands-on 
experience supporting state and local governments, 
utilities, Tribes, and nonprofit organizations after 
they receive federal and state grant awards. 
Our team does not stop at winning funding—we 
specialize in helping awardees translate complex 
federal requirements into a practical and compliant 
grant management program. 

BEL’s Approach to  
Grant Management

Who We Are

POST-AWARD COMPLIANCE 
•	 Post-award onboarding and compliance 

setup, including development and/or 
review of award terms per agency-specific 
requirements

•	 Development of grant administration 
plans, defining internal roles, and reporting 
calendars

ONGOING GRANT MANAGEMENT 
GUIDANCE

•	 Budget tracking and allowable cost review, 
aligned with approved scopes of work

•	 Support for reimbursement requests and 
financial reporting

•	 Programmatic reporting, including 
developing invoices, financial and narrative 
reports

•	 Subrecipient and contractor compliance 
support

TRAINING AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

•	 Training on federal requirements  
(e.g., Davis-Bacon, Buy America, NEPA) and 
help navigating evolving regulations

•	 Direct support on issue resolution with 
federal or state agencies

From Award to Action: 
What BEL Delivers

https://be-league.org/


•	 Grant Proposal •	 Grant Award Acceptance •	 Financial Management 
Systems

•	 Allowable Use of Funds •	 Time and Effort •	 Internal Controls

•	 Federal Payment •	 Procurement •	 Cost Sharing

•	 Supplement vs. Supplant •	 Program Income •	 Budget and Program  
Revisions

•	 Equipment Standards •	 Monitoring and Reporting •	 Subrecipient Monitoring

•	 Records Retention and  
Access •	 Grant Closeout •	 Annual Audit

Federal funding creates opportunity—but only when paired with strong management. BEL ensures that once 
you win the grant, you are positioned to deliver results, remain compliant, and protect your organization’s 
funding future.

Through grant applications and management, BEL has helped over 100 utilities and local governments save 
thousands of staff hours. This allows these hardworking teams to focus on what matters most: delivering grant 
results that improve grid reliability, enhancing energy affordability, and securing meaningful economic and 
environmental benefits for their communities.

BEL’s Guide for Federal Compliance breaks down over 20 key requirements under 2 CFR 200 (Uniform 
Guidance) into a straightforward, easy‑to‑navigate resource. The guide shows that compliance is not just 
paperwork; it’s about having the right processes, structure, and documentation in place from the start.

We can support your organization through 1:1 expert webinars, email guidance, and conversations to clarify 
details on allowable costs, ensure compliant procurement, and manage evolving environmental, labor and 
Buy American federal requirements.

Examples of compliance areas include:

The Bottom Line

Understanding Federal Compliance: The Essentials



BEL team members collectively bring decades of experience managing and implementing U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE), Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and other federal awards, including large, multi-year state and 
regional infrastructure and planning grants. Our work spans grid resilience, electrification, clean energy 
deployment, energy storage, and community-focused energy programs.

Team Qualifications 

Keith Dennis, President

Keith Dennis, President of BEL, previously served in leadership roles 
at DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy and the 
White House Council on Environmental Quality, overseeing $3.2 billion 
dollars in federal energy funding. His experience provides BEL clients 
with an insider understanding of federal expectations, compliance 
risk, and best practices.

Doug Fitzmorris, Senior Operations Specialist

Doug Fitzmorris, Senior Operations Specialist, also comes from a 
federal background, having worked at DOE’s Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) analyzing national electricity data and 
conducting grid research. Doug has experience in regulatory 
comprehension and compliance, making him a strong resource for 
reporting and compliance requirements.

Sarah Plutnicki, Grant Strategy Lead

Sarah Plutnicki, Grant Strategy Lead, brings extensive experience in 
technical and proposal writing, research, data analysis, and grant 
administration to support BEL and its partners in securing strategic 
funding. As a former resiliency planner for the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission, she secured over $2.3 million in 
state and federal grants and supported more than 30 long-term 
community planning efforts across 40 municipalities. Sarah pairs 
deep local and regional planning expertise with strong federal funding 
knowledge, delivering compelling, compliant, and data‑driven 
proposals that advance community and infrastructure goals.

Greg Dierkers, Senior Associate

Greg Dierkers, Senior Associate, brings a decade of federal experience 
at DOE, working in senior roles across the agency designing and 
administering competitive grant programs. He has been formally 
trained in federal grant compliance and has supported the 
evaluation, review, and oversight of hundreds of state, local and 
nonprofit energy grants at DOE as well as the EPA and Department of 
Transportation (DOT).

Emily Kaplan, Grants Administration Specialist

Emily Kaplan, Grants Administration Specialist, will provide grant 
management and reporting support, technical analysis, and 
communications support. Prior to BEL, Emily played a central role 
in EPA’s Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) grant 
application review process, with $58 million being awarded to political 
subdivisions across the country.   
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ADVANCING ELECTRIFICATION,  
ONE COMMUNITY AT A TIME:

For communities like Monroe and Elberton, 
this funding enables crucial upgrades 
that reduce outages and improve service 
quality. These improvements are a vital 
step toward a more resilient future, and 
we are grateful to have partners like the 
Beneficial Electrification League to assist 
our communities.
JON MCBRAYER  
Community Development Manager
Electric Cities of Georgia

The hard work that BEL’s staff put into our 
project is how Claverack Rural Electric 
Cooperative was able to secure millions of 
dollars in funding for us.
NICK BERGER 
Senior Director and VP of Engineering and Operations
Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative, Pennsylvania

Electric infrastructure is the backbone of 
economic development in our local 
community. The investments we are 
working with BEL to secure will be an 
upgrade to our electric system that will 
have impact for decades.
MARK MORRISON 
Chief Executive Officer and General Manager
New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative, Pennsylvania

These upgrades are key to addressing 
aging infrastructure and improving 
reliability and positioning ourselves 
for future growth. As a small team with 
limited resources addressing these needs 
has been challenging. Support from the 
BEL has made this possible.
DENNIS MCFEE  
Chief Executive Officer and General Manager
Yazoo City Public Service Commission, Mississippi

We are appreciative of BEL’s detailed and 
focused efforts to help improve quality of 
life in our community though investment 
in our local electric infrastructure.
MILLER DENDY  
Chief Financial Officer
Natchez Trace Electric Power Association, Mississippi

Read more testimonials  
from stakeholders here.

https://be-league.org/testimonials/

